SUCCESS!

ANEW BATH IN OUR HISTORIC FOURSQUARE

Restoration is ongoing at this notable house in Spokane, Washington—
but the primary bath is done! By Louise and Scott Richardson / photos by William Wright

When we bought the 1898 Judge
Blake home, in 2019, it was love at
first sight. The grand and spacious
American Foursquare has lingering
Queen Anne elements and Colonial
Revival accents. It boasts a large
vestibule and entry hall, an open
winding staircase, and beautifully
carved woodwork and paneling. The
house is set high on a bluff above the
city; its wraparound porch has views
northwest of the Spokane River below.
The once-elegant home had seen
better days. During World War II,
it was divided into apartments with
multiple kitchens and baths added

even in the front entry and attic. In the
1970s, the previous owner had added
a party deck with in-floor lighting
and a hot tub on the porch. Most of
the windows were painted shut and
inoperable; woodwork was covered
with layers of paint; a warren of odd
rooms and doors from the apartment
conversions still divided the home.

Our first tasks were removing
asbestos tiles on the exterior and
replacing the 30-year-old roof,
stripping the woodwork, and tearing
out two of the remaining apartment
kitchens and bathrooms (that still
left us with four baths!). Then we

turned to the main bath, on the
second floor adjoining the primary
suite. While it remained within the
original room’s footprint, it had been
turned into a “spa” with a fiberglass
shower enclosure, bamboo floors, and
way-too-modern fittings. Collecting
pictures of bathrooms from Victorian
to Mid-century Modern, Louise
created an idea board.

We decided on an Art Deco motif as
a nod to the importance of the World
War II-era in the house’s past. We
made life-size cardboard cutouts to
be sure everything would be placed
exactly where we wanted it. A pair

TOP Set on a bluff overlooking Spokane, the grande-dame is still in the process of restoration. “We were able recently to get it listed
on the Spokane Historic Register,” say the owners. INSET Homeowners Louise and Scott Richardson.



White hex-tile flooring inset with
black “daisies” lends a traditional
look, along with the classic subway-
tile wainscot. Revival lighting,
antiques, and period jadeite green
add to the look. BEFORE The primary
bathroom had been converted to a
1980s “spa” with bamboo flooring
and modern fittings.

SHOW US @ Submit your successful project, large or small, to ppoore@aimmedia.com.



BATHS 1927-1945

Anchored by white tile, the Richardsons’ well-done retro bath is tame
compared to many period examples. Construction was booming just as
colored plumbing fixtures were introduced and the Art Deco and Streamline
styles were ascendant. The result: an era of riotous bathrooms featuring
butter yellow, Ming green, Chinese red, blue and teal, and even black
fixtures—set off by tiled and plaster niches, ziggurats, aerodynamic tubs, and
lighting right out of a movie theater. The bathrooms below are good examples
of the strong geometry and color evident in the period. From a 1933 Spanish
bungalow in Pasadena, there's even a shark-fin tub niche.

has been re
an arched,
showerbath. “We already
have an original, cast-
iron tub in the downstairs
bath," says Louise.
OPPOSITE TOP A pair of
china sinks with polished-
nickel, cross-handle
faucets and frameless,
oval beveled mirrors lend
Art Deco style.

OPPOSITE BELOW |dea
boards with plans and
photos guided the
renovation.




of pedestal sinks with polished-
nickel faucets and oval mirrors
above anchor the space. Subway-tile
wainscoting, hex-tile flooring inset
with matte black “daisies,” and an
arched, Deco-era shower enclosure
add to the retro appeal. We found
21948 Art Deco toilet, at Bathroom
Machineries, which worked with
the 12" rough-in already in the floor;
then a neighbor gave us the vintage
tank that fits perfectly. We painted

up in the attic to install vent lines,

installing drywall, and painting. That

saved about 20% of the anticipated
bathroom renovation cost.

the walls a period jadeite green called

Sedge Grass.

The whole project took five
months. We did as much of the work
as we could by ourselves, starting
with demolition, then crawling

resources

® TOILET (antique)
Bathroom Machineries
deabath.com

® SUBWAY TILE ‘Color
Wheel Classic' in Bis-
cuit Daltile daltile.com
through Caruso Floors,
Spokane: caruso
floors.com

® BATH FLOORTILE
Merola Hex matt white
with MSI Hex Black
Matte Home Depot
homedepot.com

® SHOWER FLOOR
TILE non-slip matte
Marazzi Moroccan 8"

hex Off-white by art
walktile.com through
Caruso Floors, Spokane:
carusofloors.com

® SHOWER FIXTURE
Mason Hill Collection
exposed set Vintage Tub
& Bath vintagetub.com
® SINKS 'Isabella’
Whitehaus Collec-

tion Vintage Tub & Bath
vintagetub.com

® FAUCETS ‘Boca
Raton’ Signature
Hardware signature
hardware.com

® BEVELED MIRRORS
'Aldo’ Lamps Plus

lampsplus.com

® PEWTER SCONCES
The Wyatt' from
Revival Lighting
revivallighting.com

® BARS, HOOKS, TP
HOLDER Gatco Tavern
in polished nickel

Hardware Hut, Spokane:

hardwarehut.com

® PAINT
Sherwin-Williams
sherwin-williams.com
e WINDOW TREAT-
MENT Natural Woven
Shades: Bamboo
Essence Origami
Levolor blinds.com




